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More than $20 million is to be spent by property developers m the 

The Government should take 
responsibility for running city 
·transport - now plundering city 
finances to the tune of more than 
$1 million a year'. 

The former chairman of the 
City Council Transport Com
mittee, Mr. J.H. Turk, said city 
ratepayers can no longer be ex
pected to pay this ever-increasing 
cost. 

city centre over the next five years. 

A senior member of an architectural and construction engineering 
group has told The Citizen that his firm already holds more than $10 
million worth of contracts. 

Much of the proposed development 
is being kept under wraps at present -
because the lending institutions fear a 
mammoth rise in site values if plans 
are revealed. 

Among those affected is a group 
seeking to completely rebuild the area 
between the new Reserve Bank Build
ing, at the corner of The Terrace and 
Bowen Street, and the new N.A.C. 
Centre. 

It is understood that this complex 
will include offices, professional 
suites, and a self-contained shopping 
arcade. 

Also included in the plans are 
covered pedestrian walkways, land
scaped "city gardens" and rest areas. 

Further up the Terrace a number 
of potential developers have been ex
ploring the purchase of _now decadent 

· housing to make way for either office 
blocks or high-rise residential units. 

Three years ago a private survey of 
office space in the central city area 
showed that space was at a high 
premium. The survey was followed 
by an upsurge in the provision of 
prestige offices - but many of these 
are still unoccupied. 

A senior City Council official told 
The Citizen that, "the need today is 
for medium-priced offices with room 
for expansion." 

The Council is also encouraging 
the development of high-rise residen
tial buildings which, according to the 
chairman of the town planning com
mittee, Cr. M.C.L. Fowler "are a 
vital link in curtailing the urban 
sprawl on the outer borders of the 
city,." 

"It is·to these areas that young 
couples move to buy homes -
because they are cheaper - but mimy 
of them would be happier if they 
could live nearer to their place of 
work," he said. 

In an attempt to encourage this 
type of building, the Council is often 
prepared to waive some of its more 
stringent by-laws - particularly those 
pertaining to the provision of car 
parking facilities. 

The Te Aro flat, which is already 
being developed, is to be the site of a 
World Trade Centre later this year. 

Opening for the centre, on the 
corner of Sturdee and Cuba Streets, is 
scheduled for mid-year. 

This complex seeks to place inter
national trading facilities under .one 
roof. 

Another project in the area sched
uled for early completion, is a 
$53,000 commercial centre for the 
Public Service Investment Society. 
Included in its plans are a showroom, 
warehouse and office space. 

Another project in the area sched
uled for early completion, is a 
$53,000 commercial centre for the 
Public Service Investment Society. 
Included in its plans are a showroom, 
warehouse and office space. 

The Te Aro area is another section 
of the city centre which is still pre
dominantly occupied by decadent 
residential properties perched on 
small sections. 

Developers are seeking to amal~ 
gamate these small titles to utilise 
land which is now largely zoned 
commercial and light industrial. · 

The commercial success of the 
Cuba Street Shopping Mall has made 

· it apparent that the area lying be-
, tween Upper Cuba Street, Upper 
Willis Street and beyond Ghuznee 
Street is ready for re-building and 
interest in the area has already shown 
through a substantial rise in property 
values. 

By The Editor. 

The final stages of the Wellington 
Foothills Motorway is expected to be 
completed in four years - - but if 
you are interested in details of how 
the motorway will affect you do not 
bother trying to find out. 

Three years ago City Planner Ken 
Clarke and_ his staff carried out a 
survey on those who they expected 
they would have to re-house. 

It was reported at that time that 
plans were being formulated to meet 
the demand shown by the survey. 

But th is survey and these plans I ie. 
gathering dust in a council office. 

"If half the money they spend on 
transport was devoted to cultural 
activities, Wellington could become 
the cultural centre of the South 
;Pacific," Mr. Turk said. 

' "In addition, the new Government 
Centre, departmental administration 
offices, and religious buildings, pay 
no rates," said Mr. Turk. 

"Because of this, the small number 
of ratepayers - more than 30 per cent. 

"It isn't our job," is the common lof the work force, and the majority of 
explanation when of:icials are asked to flat dwellers, do not pay rates - are 
comment on the social effect the carrying far too great a burden," he 
motorway will have. said. 
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LACK OF 
INTEREST 

Lack of practical inter
est and material aid is 
depriving many mothers 
in mid-city Wellington of · 
a much needed commun
ith service. 

The Kent Terrace Pres
byterian church hall was 
recently turned into a 
creche by the Inner City 
Ministry, but now it is in 
danger of closing because 
of a Jack of staff. 

The creche was opened 
so that, "busy mothers 
could go shopping or take 
up part time jobs without 
being bothered by pre
school children," said the 
organiser, Mrs. Margaret 
Hayes. 

The project is dogged 
by a lack of funds, because 
it relies on public donat
ions and whatever fund
raising activities the staff 
can organise. 

A Dominion 

Photograph 

the blocks at the ICM creche. 



.. 

LISA'S SHOP 
Lisa's Toy Shop is the only one of 

its kind in "The Citizen" area. No other 
shop has such a relaxing atmosphere. 

Customers, mostly children, don't feel 
they "mustn't touch" things. 

All kinds of home-made playthings 

line the shelves, some made by intell

ectually handicapped children. They 

"I have now found serenity of mind, 

through God," says a former alcholic 
living at The Bridge. This hostel is run 

by the Salvation Army in Vivian Street 

to cater for cured alcholics. 

The Salvation Army is a Christian 
organisation which among it~ many act

ivities takes an interest in the care of 

people who need to be rescued from 

themselves in their quest for alcohol. 

are constructive, durable, and keep the It operates a receiving centre in 

child's interest longer than production- Vivian Street called the Night Shelter, 
toys. which is supervised by Major Brown. 

h 
It has a doctor and a psychologist on 

Lisa plans to extend her s op to a. / . . 
. d its staff, to examine and determine whe-

basement where children can come an . · . 
ther or not, a person 1s an addict, and 

an agency, a clergyman or his employer. 

He stays there for a week or so during 

which he is examined by the specialists. 

This is the first stage of the Sah,ation 

Army 1i1habilitation ··programme called -.. . 
The Bridge Plan. The other stages deal 

with more specialised forms of treat
ment. 

For the more serious cases treatment 
involves a long stay at an out-of-town 

retreat where the patients are freed from 

stress and tension. 

The aim is to improve their physical 

RESISTANCE 
BOOK SHOP 

helps students 
The expected posters, underground 

magazines and books are there. After 
talking to Lloyd Weeber, a co-manager, 

it was apparent that this ·is not a "shop" 
in the conventional sense. 

Resistance people are involved in 

helping students who arrive in Wellington 

with nowhere to go. They help them 

with accommodation, jobs, and are invol
ved with local protest movements and 

demonstrations. 

In the near future they are to help 

Polytechnic students set up a "food 

co-op." run on the same lines as the 

one at Victoria University. 

play and make toys. 
what is to be done with hif"!l. and mental condition through work 

The venture is more of a social centre 

than a straight bookshop, and it is ,un: . 

erstandable that the authorities will 
People interested in making toys of Aman may come of his own accord therapy, and the teaching of new trades, 

not grant them an import licence. To 
any kind can find a market for them to ask for help. 

0

Alternatively, he is ref- and upgrading of old skills. A programme 
.have a licence granted businesses in Lisa's Toy Shop, 154 Willis Street. erred to the Night Shelter through a court, of private and group therapy in which the 
need to have an approved reason; pref

erably being a large firm and obviously 

considered to be a "going, worthwhile 

concern.'' 
MIJRIJER-HOIJSE WS/T 

They call .IT the "Murder House" -

but they love being there. 

From all over the inner-city they 

come to have their teeth attended to. 
Despite their tender years they don't 

seem to mind too much. 

The dingy old railway bus arrives 

and the street is filled with happy laugh

.ter. The children dash out and run into 

the "Murder House." 

Unfortunately one little red-eyed, 

ginger-haired, freckled boy does not 
join the excitement of his compa·nions. 

~!I 

l 

He looks with apprehension at the nurse 

· who is just about to explore the terrify• 

ing cavern of his mouth. 

One curious child is impatient and 
decides. to explore the instruments on 

the table. To her utter horror when 

she presses a red button, a nozzle blows 

air into her face and she starts back! 

Her curiosity does not end there. 

jJ,e grabs another gadget; this time water 

squirts out. This, she loves, and wants 

to do it again, a nurse checks her immed
iately. 

. The time comes for the children to 

go. The nurses heave.a sigh of relief, as 

their happy patients file out. 

patients are encouraged to discuss their 

problems, is also conducted. 

An alcholic who has gone beyortd the 

--point of no return is sent to a sheltered 

work-shop. He is then considered a 

chronic case whose brain is slightly 
damaged by excessive use of alcohol 

Education plays an important part 
in curbing alcoholism . An alcoholic 

has to be taught to rid himself of his 
complex, and his desire for revenge on 

society. Above all, he has to be shown a 
meaning for life. a way through God. 

The shop is run in good faith and 
helps students in many ways; yet the 
good faith does not appear to work on 
both sides. Since the beginning of the 
year, $90 worth of goods has been 
taken. This is partly due to the fact 
that regular staff are hard to come by 
and consequently when the shop is open 
pe~ple:Often walk in and steal. 

Situated in Perretts Lane, 154 Willis 

Street, next to the · YMCA , ~ it is the 
kind of place where things are happening 
all the time . 

MIXED FLATTING IS 
tEALTHY; NATURAL 

"Boys hassle and girls bitch in single flats. Mixed flatting 

is healthier." said one of several young people living in a Wellington 
flat. 

"Compared to single sex flatting, mixed flatting is a good 

experience. Also. there is more to offer and more awareness of 

ea.ch other. There is a wider range of talents and approaches 

to problems," said a girl who had once lived in a single-sex 
flat. 

"I would never consider single-sex flatting," said one girl, 
"a bunch of women all living together isn't normal." 

The males said they behave with more respect towards girl 

flatmates than they do to girls they meet casually. They swear 

less than in male flats and they act with more consideration for 

both flat and mates. 

Girls are not expected to do all the household chores; these 
are often done by the boys. 

If a boy and a girl in a mixed flat pair off, they are often con

sidered as a single entity and not as individuals. "This:' said one " 
married couple, "can result in discordance of the close harmony 
necessary for mixed flatting." 



WOMEN TAKE. ·-

THE WHEEl 
Women are no longer.backseat drivers' 

• • I 

---they are right behind the wheel! 

Of the 151 drivers in the Wellington 

Taxi Fleet, 26 are women. This number 
increases every year because taxi 

driving offers an interesting and varied 
life to a bored housewife. 

Taxi drivers are required to act as 
priest, psychiatrist or counsellor for 

their passengers. 

People are surprisingly talkative, 

especially about their occupations and 

personal problems, even though the 

driver is a stranger. Some irate passeng

ers can be abusive but the drivers do not 

take them too seriously when it is 

obvious that he has just had a row and 

is "letting off steam." 

If a person does asault the driver 
he has little change of avoiding appre
hension. Taxis are fitted with sophis
ticated alarm devices that jam the panel 
at the depot and indicate the cars posi
tion, as well as turning on the horn and 
lights in the taxi. The alarm system 
cannot be turned off until the battery 
runs flat. 

Early morning taxis are becoming 
more and more popular as a means of 

transport. This trend has been caused 
by the increasing danger of walking in 
the streets at night and by the growth 

of entertainment, in the city. 
On one early morning call, the pass

engers were drunk and all but one 
immediately went to sleep. The driver was 

directed to an address where one of the 

sleeping passengers said he lived. With 

the assistance of the driver, the passen
ger was carried inside, only to be greeted 

by a screaming woman. 

It was the wrong house! 

Might Shelter Beds 
Beat Park Benches 

There is a building in Taranaki Street that, for some is the last link between destitution and sufficiency. Built by society for the 

"outlaws" it created, its walls give refuge fro m the element~, and the scorn of humanity. This is the Night Shelter. 

Constructed in 1970 as a place of 
refuge for "social misfits" the Night 

Shelter provides a light meal and a 
bed for those who have nowhere else 

to go. 

Its doors open at 6.30 p.m. and the 

guests begin to arrive - many with 
nothing but the clothes they stand in . 

Names are recorded and lights are out 

for a mattress on the floor. 

The Night Shelter has on several 

occasions been used by t ravellers stran

According to Mr. J. Johnson, an 
assistant at the Shelter, the majority of 
guests are "good blokes." many of whom 
have a history of hard luck and bad 
breaks. Others are social outcasts who 
find it difficult to fit in, others don't 

want to. 
Tea and toast is provided morn ing 

ded before the banks open . Though the ~ 

shelter service is free those able to make 

a donation are welcome to do so. Few 

do. 

Mr Johnson considers that because 
Maoris have difficulty in communicat

ing, they have more problems than 

Pakehas. Often they arrive without even 

a pair of shoes. Clean linen and donated 

clothes are available at the Shelter. 

The Shelter is sponsored and organ

ised by a number of combined social

service groups, such as the R.S.A. and 

the I.C.M. (Inner City Ministry). They 
have been criticised because the Night 

Shelter is open during the day. Dischar
ged in the morning, the men walk the 

streets and gather on corners until they 

find a home or can return to the 

shelter. Because of what they are, jobs 
-do not come easily· 

Lynda Mackintosh. 

Collle on, Folk Lovers 

Wellington's well-known "Love 

Shop" closed three months ago is soon 
to have a successor. The purpose of the 

new shop will be to provide clothes and 
food for the needy and a temporary 
refuge for the lonely and destitute. 

Marcus Arden, founder of the first 
shop, is organising the opening of the 

new premises which should eventuate 
within a month's time. 

KIWI ART 
--... c,,,· 
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Folk music fills the air at the top 
of Palmer Street. The sound drifts out 

from the headquarters of the Wellington 
Folk Club. 

Inside the building, members happily 

join in the impossible task of defining 

folk music. When words fai l, they trant 

· late their ideas into music and song. 

Their activities are restricted to a 
Wednesday night informal 'sing around.' 

guitar lessons on Thursdays and the more 
formal concerts on Sundays. 

The folk centre suffers from "lack 
of finance." but an abundance of enth
usiasm compensates for this. 

Ron Craig, treasurer of the Club, 

said it was trying to get people interested 
in folk music but for the last two years 

the club was at a disadvantage. Many 

Sunday nights have been uncomfortably 
"cramped" and there are no facilities 
to cater for a large crowd. 

Marcus lives in Vivian Street with 

five others, who are at present involved 

in work for the South Pacific Centre. 

When Marcus was converted to Christ

ianity four months ago, the entire atmos- ·· 

phere in the house began to change. 

The anti-war, pro-drug and psyched
elic posters were pulled down from the 

walls, and replaced with quotes from 

the Bible, pictures of Jesus and posters 
conveying the peace message. 

A small room, once full of mattre
sses for the use of "crashers", is now 

used as a chapel, open to the public 

every day and occasionally at night. 

Despite Marcus' efforts not to 
gain the reputation of being a Jesus 

Freak, many people have branded him 
as such. He says, "Whatever a person's 
problem may be, Jesus is the only 
answer." 

"I want to promote and sell the 
best art that is done in New Zealand 
and overseas." 

This is the aim of Peter Mcleavy 

and the Peter Mcleavy Gallery in Cuba 
Street. 

The Bett-Duncan Art Gallery aims 
at promoting the paintings of unknown 

artists from all over New Zealand, and 

offers group exhibitions to Fine Arts 
graduates. 

Mrs Pauline Steven. began the Anti~ 

podes Gallery in an effort to bring the 

general public into closer contact with 
· art. 

Peter McLeavy's opinion is that New 
Zealand is going through an important 

stage artistically :-)iecause of its increas
. ing dependency from Great Britain, 
New Zealand is developing a national 
spirit which is becoming more appar
ent in art. 
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MATAURANGA 
. SCHOOi. ·· IIS YOIJ UNE n 

MATAURANGA SCHOOL IS COMPLETEL V RUN BVPARENTS' 

About 40 children willingly attend each day although they are under 
.o_o compulsion to do so. 

The parents are dissatisfied with 
the present public school system, and 
are vocal in their expectations of what 
a school should do. A long waiting 
list indicates that many more parents 
are interested in this form of progres
sive education. 

The school has a high staff to 
student ratio - two full-time teachers 
to 40 children. There are other teach
ers who specialise in various s1,1bjects 
like music and physical education. 
Five adults are always in attendance 
at the school. 

The Headmistress, Mrs. A. Som
erset, sits unconcernedly amidst the 
noisy confusion answering questions 
of both reporter and children alike. 

"The school tries to develop a 
humane philosophy in its pupils," 
said Mrs. Somers11t. "The attitudes and 
values are built up by the examples of 
the parents and staff, not by punish
ment or pressure." 

Graced with an old-fashioned name, 
The Mangle is a bright and new laund· 
rette serving the Upper Willis Street 
area. 

«Winan of Spirit» 
The prospectus states that the 

school provides "a happy, stimulating 
, atmosphere." · 

The Mangle provides well. for those 
waiting. T.V ., magazines and small 
games can while away the 45 minutes 
the laundry process takes. 

Millie, a well-known personality around Wellington, has worked as a barmaid 
for eight years and is now in the newly opened "Royal Tiger" hotel in Taranaki 
Street. 

She enjoys meeting people and believes a barmaid is essential to any hotel and 
should be friendly, conscientious and mat1:1re. 

-, 

When a reporter from The Citizen 
visited the school this week, the 
claims of the prospectus seemed true. 

Mangle's customers have an added 
advantage in that the incorporated dry
cleaning centre allows them to pick up 
their drycleaning any time any day 
before 10.30 p.m. 

Over the years Millie has earned the loyalty of her regular customers, and many 
followed her to her new position. 

Children were happy and appeared 
to be stimulated. 

Mil I ie does not regard hotels as an essential part of society, but as a form of 
enterta inment and somewhere for people to get together. 

But, although this school is differ
ent in nearly all respects from the 
usual educational set-up, one common 
element was apparent at 2.30 p.m. 

The laundrette's short history has 
already been spiced with unusual events. 

She hopes to keep working as a barmaid for at least another eight years. 

The children screamed off happily 
to the cloakroom. 

h was time to go home. 

The tale is told of how one night a _ 
man, obviously inebriated, walked into 
the laundry, took off all his clothes, 
stuffed them into the washer, started 
the cycle and sat down to wait. 

DEAR TENANTS 
Landlords feel they waste money 

repairing their properties, a landlord 
told The Citizen recently. 

H_e spends time and effort in reno-
111ating a prope11ty and he is bound to 
I feel discouraged when his tenants fail 
I tO respect it, he Said. 

He said that damage caused by 
carelesstenants could amount to 
$1,000. . . 

One landlord claims he has no 
·tenant problems because he estab- . 

' lishes an atmosphere of friendship 
and concern. 

He takes personal interest in his 
tenants, and visits them regularly to 
collect the rent, he said. 

SQUARE 
RIGGER 

GULLY 
Mrs. Watson, a resident of Mitchell

town for 50 years, still refers to it as 
"Square Rigger Gully" - a nickname 
many early residents use. 
-- An outcry was caused in the early 

Warwick Teague photograph , 1960's when the Government planned 
Wellington Polytechnic's common room was turned into· a. newspaper c»fice for the • to rebuild Mitchelltown; very little 

day at 8.15 a.m. on Saturday March 11 for the production of this issue of The Citizen. rebui lding _has taken place and many 

Students of the magazine section of the 1972 journalism course met at ·7.30 for hot _!l?uses are over one hundred years 
breakfast, ~en move<! into editorial conferen_pe. old. 

Everything had to be ready for platemaking by 4 p.m. -Now many old and unused houses 
Pla~es. were donats,~ by Arthur Tyers_ of Lithographic Laboratories who also arranged - M"t h lit n re to be demolished 

the printing by Kel Aitken. rn I c e ow a 
Printed copies, and a display of all the production processes were then shown to guests _ and with them will go an early part 

irt a social function in the Polytech staffroom that evening. Each student group explained of Wellington's history. 
the making of their page • 

ohelps rick • 

presents .......... . 

The Wellington innter-city area 
has been the backdrop for a film 
which tells the story of a young man 
and woman thinking of marriage, and 
the problems they face when they 
realise the sexual barriers society 
seems to have imposed. 

The film "It's All Very Dangerous,· 
(didn't your mother tell you?)" was 
started twelve months ago by Rick 
Phelps, of Willis Street, who decided 
to make a film in an attempt at self
expression and creativity. 

In various parts of the film, the 
audience is taken into the young 
man's subcoo~s to experience 
his inate desires wJticll build up to 
a conscious reaction when he realises 
his past relationships with women 
have lacked a spiritual bond. 

Although there have been no ( , 
offers to buy it, Rick (writer, director Ir; 
and actor) is not discouraged as the 
entire production has been valuable 
as a personal experience and achieve
ment. 

Rick plays a lead role. in the 

~ .. 
\ ,..__. 

<.", film, supported by Cheryl Wril!ht-and 
Patrick McKenna. Norm Elder is re---...~ --- • 
sponsible for camera work and 
production. 

Rick believes that most of the 
_art of film-making is in the editing, 
and no one realises the difficulties 
that arise when making a film until 
they are actually involved. 

Hopefully, the production will 
appeal to young people, but because 
of its length and obscurity, Rick says 
many will 'miss the full meaning be
hind it." 

To Rick, this is unimportant. 
The amount of time and effort spent 
on the film has given him a personal 
satisfaction which has made any fin
ancial gain irrelevant. 


